
 
Alaska Studies 

 
Mr. Vaughn 
Room 112 

Nome-Beltz High School 

 
Contact Information: 
Phone:  (907) 443 – 5201   
Phone:  (907) 443 – 6181 (before 9:15am and after 3:25pm) 
Email:  jvaughn@nomeschools.com 
Website:  vaughnshistory.weebly.com 
 
Course Description:  The great state of Alaska is the forty-ninth state to join the United States of 
America, but this isn’t the only momentous occasion in Alaska’s history.  Alaska has a long, rich history of 
culture and events that have affected its people, the US, and the rest of the world.  That very influence still 
has a strong impact today.  But how did Alaska get to where it is?  During this one-semester course, we’ll 
discover Alaska’s history and culture through examining: Alaska’s physical geography, its first nation groups, 
Russia’s impact, life as a US territory and state, the gold rush, oil influence, Native land claims and ANCSA, 
Alaska today, and several other important topics. Throughout the semester, students will be challenged by 
projects, daily activities, group assignments, presentations, and research reports that help illustrate the 
diversity and uniqueness Alaska contributes to the world. 
 
Course Objectives: Students will be able to analyze and understand the development of Alaska from its 
first beginnings through its important status in America and the world today. 
 
Course Texts:   

! Various text and book hand-outs provided by the teacher throughout the semester 
! Alaska History & Cultural Studies at akhistorycourse.org OR akstudies.akhf.org 

 
Course Materials: 
! Text hand-outs 
! Binder or Folder 
! Notebook paper or Notebook 
! Pens or Pencils 
 


